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Lord Sandwich is canvassing to succeed Lord Hardwicke,
as High Steward of Cambridge; another egg of animosity.
We shall, however, I believe, be tolerably quiet till after
Christmas, as Mr. Wilkes will not be able to act before the
holidays. I rejoice at it: I am heartily sick of all this folly,
and shall be glad to get to Strawberry again, and hear nothing
of it. The ministry have bought off Lord Clive with a bribe
that would frighten the King of Erance himself: they have
given him back his 25,0002. a year*. Walsh5 has behaved
nobly: he said he could not in conscience vote with the
administration, and would not vote against Lord Clive, who
chose him: he has therefore offered to resign his seat. Lady
Augusta's6 fortune was to be voted to-day, and Lord Strange
talked of opposing it; but I had not the curiosity to go down.
This is all our politics, and indeed all our news; we have
none of any other kind. So far you will not regret England.
For my part, I wish myself with you. Being perfectly
indifferent who is minister and who is not, and weary of
laughing at both, I shall take hold of the first spring to
make you my visit.

Our operas do not succeed. Giardini, now become minister,
and having no exchequer to buy an audience, is grown un-
popular. The Mingotti, whom he has forced upon the town,
is as much disliked as if he had insisted on her being first
Lord of the Treasury. The first man, though with sweet
notes, has so weak a voice that he might as well hold his
tongue like Charles Townshend. The figwantes are very
pretty, but can dance no more than Tommy Pelham. The
first man dancer is handsome, well made, and strong enough
to make his fortune anywhere: but, you know, fortunes
made in private are seldom agreeable to the public. In

* The 'jaghir' granted to Clive by        6 The Princess Augusta, eldest

Mir Jaffier, of which the East India     daughter of Frederick, Prince of

Directors wished to deprive him.          Wales, married in Jan. 1764 to the

8 John Walsh, M.P, for Worcester.     Hereditary Prince of Brunswick.  was
